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Nancy Reynercontemporary acrylic painting with gold leaf

What do an artist and a scientist have in common? 
They both like to invent things and experiment with 
possibilities. “Invention is the process of discovering your 
own personal vision as an artist or inventor,“ says acrylic 
artist pioneer Nancy Reyner. 

Originally thinking that she was meant for a career in 
physics or chemistry, Reyner realized that she loved art 
in high school. “The smart kids took science,” Reyner 
remembers. “I was fearful that people would think I 
wasn’t smart if I went into art. When I realized that, I 
knew I’d rather face my fear with my first choice than 
choose my second choice.”

Reyner, who was attracted to the versatile properties 
of acrylic painting, went on to write three books about 
the medium (Acrylic Revolution, Acrylic Innovation, and 
Acrylic Illuminations) and is currently working on a fourth 
about helping artists self-evaluate their paintings.

Now, with more than 30 years of experience as a 
fine-art painter, lecturer, and exhibitor, Reyner has gained 
sought-after technical expertise. Painting on materials 
as varied as paper, cardboard, metal, and glass, Reyner 
teaches her students to see in innovative ways and 
encourages viewers of her work to see a familiar scene 
in a new way. “I like to have the viewer be open to 
interpretation.”—Joanna Smith 
nancyreyner.com
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Reyner uses three layers of brilliance: 
gold metal leaf, transparent acrylic 
paint with a glaze mixture, 
and opaque paint.

Reyner applies gold 
leaf to her creation.

Reyner poses beside her 
nearly complete Turquoise 
Abstract (acrylic paint over 
gold metal leaf on a wood 
panel, 48 x 36").

Reyner has been known to 
consult on varnish emergencies 
and carries a medical-type 
“black bag,” complete with 
artistic triage tools.
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